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Sending your child on an airplane alone is a big step for any parent.

A lot of kids rack up frequent-flier miles, especially in divorced families
where the parents live in different cities. Airlines allow children to fly
alone, but the rules for these "unaccompanied minors" vary from airline
to airline.

Some airlines allow kids 5 to 11 to travel alone only on direct or non-
stop trips, while others allow them on any domestic flight.

Check with the airline before booking a ticket, and expect them to ask
for proof of age at the gate. There is generally an extra fee to cover the
escort the airline will assign your unaccompanied minor.
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Don't be surprised if your 5-year-old is uncomfortable without Mom or

Dad on a plane, says Dr. Charlotte Reznick, an associate professor of

psychology at UCLA and author of The Power of Your Child's Imagination: How to Transform Stress and Anxiety into Joy

and Success. Advertisement

Reznick suggests aiming for 8 or 9 for their first solo flight, but she admits logistics may make it necessary to send a 5-
year-old alone, Take several trips with the child befare they go it alone, she says, regardless of the age. It's also better to

start kids off on short flights rather than a cross-country or international trip. -
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CafeMoms tend to agree with Reznick - in a recent guery on the bulletin boards, most moms weighed in that 8 and up Mike Fisher
was the best age for the solo flight though some waited for 11 or even 16,

rs

. "Kids' Choice Awards" Not-Drinking
Has your child taken a solo flight? How old were they?

Game
filed Under: independence. trave [ [w] Li . : i *
Filed Under: independence, travel Comments (3) | Likes {4} 3. Giveaway: Princess Tiana Cookbook
m 1 Digg submit KiRTSY L) send to Friend 4. Pope Benedict XVI: Covered Up Priest's

Sexual Abuse of 200 Deaf Boys

Extra Sugar

+ Traveling With Toddlers -- Secrets from TheTravelMama Part 1

+ Win a Jeep® Trek Easy-Travel Playard! « Covering up abuse and looking away is
inexcusable. No question. But when, oh when,
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